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The high quality hot rolled XLERPLATE® 
steel is produced at the Port Kembla 
Steelworks’ Plate Mill – a key supplier to 
Australian industry and a facility which has 
undergone several major upgrades in its 
45-year history.

The 3,200mm Plate Mill is the only wide 
Plate Mill in Australia. It converts slabs 
produced at the slab caster into final 
customer-specified XLERPLATE® steel 
dimensions and is capable of rolling 
thicknesses from 5mm to 150mm and 
widths from 1,200mm to 3,200mm.

Slabs produced by the Steelworks’ 
continuous caster for the Plate Mill are put 
through a 1,200 degrees Celsius reheat 
furnace which is fed by gases produced as 
by-products elsewhere in the steel making 
process. Reheating is tightly integrated 
with the Plate Mill’s rolling operations to 
give maximum operator control.

Blasting with high pressure water removes 
surface scale from the reheated slabs 
and prepares them for the rolling process. 
In the first stage of the rolling process 
the slab undergoes a series of passes 
through a reversing mill. During this stage 
of rolling the required width is obtained. 
Once the correct width is obtained and the 
slab has been rolled to a predetermined 
intermediate thickness, the slab is then 
sent to a second reversing mill to complete 
the rolling process.

A series of passes through the second 
reversing mill results in XLERPLATE® steel 
of the required dimensions, including 
the final thickness. Following rolling, the 
XLERPLATE® steel passes through a hot 
leveller to ensure it meets the required 
flatness standards.

The rolling parameters, such as 
temperature and the amount of thickness 
reduction per pass, are carefully controlled 
and monitored in the production of 
XLERPLATE® steel to ensure all specified 
properties are obtained.

After cooling, the XLERPLATE® steel is sent 
to the processing area, where it is cut to 
the required size. Cutting of test pieces 
and inspection is carried out at this stage.

1.3 The Plate Mill
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1800 800 789
www.xlerplate.com.au

The information contained in this brochure is provided by way of general information only, and should not be relied upon by any person. You should seek specific advice as to the suitability of the products featured in this brochure for the purpose of 
which, and the manner in which you propose to use them. This may involve further independent analysis and testing. BlueScope Steel Limited and its related bodies corporate take no responsibility for any adverse consequences of any nature which 
arise as a result of reliance on this brochure. Whilst all efforts have been made, BlueScope Steel makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness or accuracy of the information contained in this document and you rely on it at your own risk.

XLERPLATE®, BlueScope, COLORBOND®, ZINCALUME®, DECKFORM® and TRUECORE® are registered trade marks of BlueScope Steel Limited. XLERPLATE LITE™ is a trade mark of BlueScope Steel Limited.  ©2009 BlueScope Steel Limited  
(ABN 16 000 011 058).
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